
Reading at Ellenbrook



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Our Reading Intent

At Ellenbrook, our aim is for our children to be fluent readers, with the ability and 
confidence to tackle a range of different text types with a range of different challenges.

Our children will be able to comprehend age-appropriate texts, and will discuss and 
compare these texts confidently.

Our children will understand the skills needed to answer a variety of comprehension 
questions, including retrieval and inference questions, and to apply those skills to 
answer reading comprehension questions confidently.

Our children will read for pleasure and be life-long readers.
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Implementation - Fluency

• Daily phonics – EYFS/Year 1.

• Reading with the children is 
prioritised - all children read 
with 1:1  weekly in EYFS/KS1; 
at least half termly in lower 
KS2 and at least termly in 
upper KS2. 



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph



Nursery 



Our progression



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching from week 2 of 
Reception.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

This term in Reception we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Video – how we teach blending 

• Independent blending – skills of 
oral blending and sound 
recognition

Blending to read



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

In Year 1 we are teaching Phase 5



How we make learning stick



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled in class

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups/1-1

• children in Reception will bring a 
book home by half-term 

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



LITTLE WANDLE FLASH CARDS CAN BE BOUGHT FROM …

Little Wandle At Home Phonics Flashcards | Learn to read – Collins

Games to play with these cards are included on the site with videos to watch too

https://collins.co.uk/pages/little-wandle-at-home


Reading at home



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Supporting your child with phonics –
For parents | Letters and Sounds

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



What happens after Year 1?

• Year 2 begins with a Year 1 review. Phonics teaching continues for 
those who need it.

• Once children are secure in their phonics, they begin to focus on 
developing their fluency. The children may then move on to our 
Oxford Reading Tree book scheme. The children move up this 
scheme as and when they can read with a 90% fluency rate.

• Fluency continues to be taught across Key Stage 2 and beyond. This 
includes interventions to enable rapid catch up for any who are not 
reading with age-appropriate fluency right through the school.



Great, but how can I help with this at home?

• Read the school reading book with your child when it is sent home. 
This is matched to their phonics and fluency understanding.

• Read it more than once! Re-reading helps to build fluency.

• Read aloud to your child to provide a model of fluent reading.

• Try paired, echo or choral reading.

• Try audio books and let your children read along with them.

• Put subtitles on the television! 



Thank you for coming to our 
Reading Workshop



Any questions?


