English Curriculum Meeting

Reading at Ellenbrook

Our Reading Intent
At Ellenbrook, our aim is for our children to be fluent readers, with the
ability and confidence to tackle a range of different text types with a
range of different challenges.
Our children will be able to comprehend age-appropriate texts, and
will discuss and compare these texts confidently.
Our children will understand the skills needed to answer a variety of
comprehension questions, including retrieval and inference questions,
and to apply those skills to answer reading comprehension questions
confidently.
Our children will read for pleasure and be life-long readers.
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Implementation - Fluency
• Daily phonics – EYFS/Year 1.
• Reading with the children is
prioritised - all children read
with 1:1 weekly in EYFS/KS1;
at least half termly in lower
KS2 and at least termly in
upper KS2.

Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Read the school reading book with your child when it is sent home.
This is matched to their phonics and fluency understanding.
• Read it more than once! Re-reading helps to build fluency.
• Read aloud to your child to provide a model of fluent reading.
• Try audio books and let your children read along with them.
• Put subtitles on the television!
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Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Think about the different types of books your child is exposed to –
either ones they read themselves or have read to them. Is there a
breadth available to them?
• Visit a bookshop or a library with your child so they can peruse
themselves and be inspired by a wider range of books.
• Check out the recommended reads list on
booksfortopics.com/yeargroups for a wide range of books suitable
for each year group (and maybe some Christmas present ideas!)
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Guided Reading
Text: The Tiger that Came to Tea by Judith Kerr
Start by reading the text.
Do you have any questions or anything you would like to clarify?
What does the tiger eat?
Do you think Sophie would like the tiger to visit again?
Should you always share?

Now summarise what you have read.

WIPERS – Last Days, 1616
W

WIPERS – Last Days, 1616

Find and copy one word that means ‘jinx’.

W

Find and copy one word that means ‘jinx’.

1 mark

I

What impression do you have of Will and Ben Jonson’s
friendship from reading this page?

1 mark

I
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friendship from reading this page?

2 marks

P

Do you think William Shakespeare would have continued
writing plays if he had not died?

2 marks

P
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Ben Jonson called Will the ‘Sweet swan of Avon’.
What do the words sweet swan tell you about Will??

2 marks

E
1 mark

R

What evidence is there that William Shakespeare was thought
highly of after his death? List three things.

1 mark

R

1 mark

S

This page is called Last days, 1616. If you were going to give it
another name, what would you call it?
1 mark

Ben Jonson called Will the ‘Sweet swan of Avon’.
What do the words sweet swan tell you about Will??

What evidence is there that William Shakespeare was thought
highly of after his death? List three things.
1 mark

S

This page is called Last days, 1616. If you were going to give it
another name, what would you call it?
1 mark

Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Talk to your child about what they are reading and ask them
retrieval and inference questions.
• You could even try this structure at home when reading with your
child!
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Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Read to them, model reading and talk about reading.
• Make reading a really important part of your daily routine. Ring
fence a consistent time where this happens – in the morning,
before bed, after school – whatever works for you.
• Don’t be worried if your child reads the same book again and again
(even if you have read it to them 100 times already!), or chooses
the same authors consistently. A breadth of books is important – as
already mentioned - but not more important than having a child
who wants to read, who chooses to read, who finds pleasure in
reading.

Writing at Ellenbrook

Our Writing Intent
At Ellenbrook, our children will write legibly with clear and
consistently joined handwriting and spelling accurately or plausibly
any word they want to use.
Our children will have a wide vocabulary and be able to use this
confidently in their writing.
Our children will have a confident understanding of grammar, and be
able to adapt their use of word classes and sentence structure to the
genre they are writing.
Our children will have the confidence in their writing voice to vary
their language and style for a range of purposes, audiences and
contexts.
Our children will think of themselves as writers and understand how
to be a writer. They will write for pleasure and be life-long writers.
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Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• With the youngest children, focus on developing those gross and
fine motor skills through fun activities. Get them ready to write!
• For older children working on joining, use the letterjoin website to
reinforce the scheme at home!
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Implementation - Spelling
• Daily phonics – EYFS/Year 1.
• Spelling sent home half termly
Year 1-6 (via Seesaw).
• No Nonsense spelling scheme
in place Year 2-6.
• Half termly spelling tests to
track progress across the
school.
• Children expected to use the
spellings they know in their
writing as a non-negotiable.
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Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Practise phonics sounds sent home / the spellings on Seesaw with
your children. Little and often is best!
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Implementation - Vocabulary
• Our book rich curriculum
ensures the children are
exposed to a wide range of text
types and genres and therefore
a variety of words.
• Subject-specific vocabulary
taught within individual
subjects.

Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Talk, talk, talk!
• Remember that the more your child reads, the more words they
will know.
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Implementation - Grammar
• Grammar teaching is mapped
across each year group within
units.
• Grammar is taught in a
progressive, but also repetitive
way to ensure learning is
embedded.
• Grammar taught through daily
lesson starters and during editing
sessions.
• Non-negotiable labels ensure key
grammar concepts are applied
consistently.
• Half termly grammar tests to
assess confidence and
understanding.

Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• When children are completing writing homework, ensure they are
being as accurate as they are able to be.
• Use the non-negotiable label for children to check their work.
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Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Use the writing homework as a chance to explore different styles.
• Once again, try to encourage your children to read a breadth of text
types and genres.
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Implementation – Write like a Writer
• Units mimic real life writing
through the Think Like a Writer /
Editor / Producer structure.
• Real life or exciting contexts for
writing can be found from EYFS
through to Year 6.
• Teachers model the writing
process.
• Writing homework to be open and
allow children to be creative with
their writing.
• Writing competitions and special
days, e.g. Poetry Day.

Great, but how can I help with this at home?
• Find reasons to write – shopping lists, thank you letters,
instructions for how to play a game, a match report.
• Have a variety of writing materials and different types of pens
around to encourage writing – post it notes and gel pens, blank
notebook ‘diaries’, paper to make comic books with.
• Be a model for writing for purpose and pleasure.

Thank you for coming to our
English Curriculum Meeting

Any questions?

